
THE HEADWAY

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER YACHT CLUB
IrvinGion, VA  22480

June 2008 

RRYC Wins Spring Regatta
By Blaine Liner

Oh, that we’d had so many boats racing!  But a fun day, just the same!

On a near-perfect Saturday 
with the winds out of the west at 
10-15 knots, Yankee Point Yacht 
Club squared off against RRYC on 
a four-mile course and two races.  
There were six boats representing 
RRYC and four from YPYC.  
Clear winners in both divisions 
were Sam Marshall on Play it 
Again in the spinnaker division 
and Pete Knight on Salute in the 
non-spinnaker division.  Catitude, 
owned by and skippered by Lew 
Thatcher, had two great races 
and wound up with a second 
place þnish in the non-spinnaker 
division.

All together there were about 
45 sailors on the water for the 
races—a great turnout for our 
þrst PHRF race of the season.  
Marshall Orr on Three Sisters 
helmed the committee boat, 
assisted by Dr. Joe Battista as 
crew and Blaine Liner as Principal 
Race Ofþcer.  Dr. Bob Westbrook 
with Commodore Dave Raffetto 
manned Dr. Bob as the chase 
boat (which was seen þshing off 
Orchard Point during the second 
race).

There could not have been 
better weather conditions for 

both races.  The race committee 
had to work out several kinks in 
the system prior to the þrst race, 
but managed to get all the winter 
cobwebs sorted by the time of 
the second race, and now we are 
in great shape for the rest of the 
racing season.

Congratula t ions  to  Sam 
Marshall and his crew and to 
Pete Knight and his crew for 
getting RRYC in the first place 
columns this early in the season.  
Other boats on the race course are 
shown on page two with the race 
standings.



Commodore – David Raffetto
(H) 804-438-9324
kdraffetto@verizon.net

Vice Commodore – Frank Miller
(H) 804-436-1404
(C) 804-436-2312
fmillerpe@aol.com

Rear Commodore – Mosby West
(H) 804-438-6917
jmw@jmwpe.com

Secretary – Kathy Bearden
(H) 804-462-5032
(C) 804-436-4165
Kb3cwy@amsat.org

Treasurer – Coleman Brydon
(H) 804-379-1697
(C) 804-357-8959
nabrydon@aol.com
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DIRECTORS

FLAG OFFICERS

PHRF Racing Fleet Captain – Ron Mihills
Cruising Fleet Captain -  Jim Bearden
Junior Sailing Captain - Dee Byrne
Typhoon Racing Fleet Captain -
     Ron Mihills
Race Committee Chairman - 
     Debbie Peterson Cycotte
PHRF Representative – Pete Knight
Social Committee Members 
	 Kate Raffetto, Chairman
	 Jan Akers and Terry Brydon
Ship’s Store Managers
	 Grace Ann Miller and Bev Oren
Membership Chairman - Sally Clark 
Yearbook Editor - Dick Sisson
Club Manager - Kent White

Commodore’s Message
By David Raffetto, Commodore

Past Commodore – Blaine Liner
(H) 804-435-0162
(C) 804-436-3508
liner@crosslink.net

Director - Tommy Asch
(H) 804-287-8544
(W) 804-644-3304
taasch@shockoedevelopment.com

Director - Bob Bierly
(H) 804-453-5335
(C) 804-358-7106
bojabierlyz@aol.com

Director - Dee Byrne
(H) 804-436-9270
dee@tesource.net

Director - Jerry Latell
(H) 804-438-5875
(W) 804-438-9011
(C) 804-436-3815
jerry@latellsails.com

Director - C. Scott Vail
(H) 804-438-5866
(W) 804-438-6443
csvyacht@verizon.net

Director - Pat Willett
(H) 804-436-1124
pwillett@earthlink.net

•	 The Memorial Day picnic is behind us, the pool is open, most of the 
boats are back, and I think all of our snowbirds have safely returned 
... we’re off and running for another great summer season! 

•	 I’d like everyone to remember that it is important we leave the 
Club when we depart as we would like to þnd it on our arrival.  
That means cleaning up your trash and personal items around 
the pool, cleaning up the kitchen after cooking, etc.  Please show 
consideration for your fellow members.

• 	 Note the free USAF Band ensemble concert scheduled for 19:00 
June 18 on the Irvington Town Commons.  This will set the mood 
for 4th of July a little early, and is always a well-attended concert.  
Bring your chairs and a picnic supper and enjoy the music.

•	 A reminder that our July Social/Dinner will be July 26.  Mark your 
calendars.

RRYC Spring Regatta 2008 
Series Standing - 2 races scored

 ( Entries=10) 

Division: PHRF NonSpin (7 boats) 
                                                                             RRYC Spring
Pos Bow/Sail      Boat                            Skipper                     08 Race 1   08 Race 2  Total   
1  	 168  	 Salute  	 Knight, Peter  	 2  	 1  	 3.00  	
2  	 93224  	 Catitude  	 Thatcher, Lew  	 1  	 4  	 5.00  	
3  	 263  	 Silver Fox  	 Timm, Dwight  	 3  	 2  	 5.00  	
4  	 67237  	 Brat  	 Henley, John  	 5  	 3	 8.00  	
5  	 83440  	 Moya  	 Asch, Tom  	 4  	 6	 10.00  	
6  	 12  	 Whydah  	 Tompkins, Selden  	 6  	 5  	 11.00  	
7  	 93934  	 Bodacious Too  	Broaddus, W.G.  	 7  	 7  	 14.00
  	
Division:  PHRF Spinnaker (3 boats) (top)
                                                                                            RRYC Spring
Pos Bow/Sail      Boat                            Skipper                     08 Race 1   08 Race 2  Total   		
1	 458  	 Play it Again  	 Marshall, Sam  	 1  	 1  	 2.00   	
2  	 5276  	 EVA  	 Madsen, Anker  	 2  	 2  	 4.00  	
3  	 3309  	 Marijo  	 McCartney, M.R.  	 3  	 3  	 6.00  		
	
Principal Race Ofþcer: Blaine Liner
Jury Chair: Marshall Orr

(continued from page one)
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Flying Scot Fleet 
#185 News

By Debbie Peterson Cycotte, Flying Scot Fleet Captain 

Spring Series

The 2008 Racing Season is getting off to a slow start for ÿeet 
members this year.  Race Day #1 was canceled in April due to stormy 
conditions, and now Race Day #2 suffered the same fate.  We have two 
more scheduled race days left, June 1st and 8th - plus the Make-up Day 
on June 29th.  Hopefully the rest of the Spring Series will be held in 
more favorable conditions.....

RRYC Club Boat

Exciting news for our RRYC Club Scot is that she is in the water 
and docked in slip #3.  Our ÿeet held a work day on May 4th and 
did a major clean-up to the boat, applied bottom paint and had a late 
afternoon launching - all in the same day.  Many thanks to the hard 
working crew of Lew Thatcher, Ken Baker, Pete Knight, Mosby West, 
Debbie Cycotte and special assistance by Blaine Liner. By the time this 
newsletter is published, the boat should be fully equipped for sailing.  A 
list of qualiþed skippers is posted on the Clubõs bulletin board.  Anyone 
else interested in getting checked out for using the boat should contact 
Debbie Cycotte at dcycotte@yahoo.com or call 804-761-3048.

Invitiational Regatta

The weekend of June 14 & 15 is slated for the Fourth Annual 
Invitational Regatta hosted by our ÿeet.  The Notice of Race and Sailing 
Instructions will be posted online for those planning to compete.  See 
www.rryc.org.

Calendar

	 Sunday, June 1  Spring Series #3
	 Sunday, June 8  Spring Series #4
	 Saturday & Sunday, June 14 & 15  Invitational Regatta 
	 Sunday, June 29  Spring Series Make Up Day 

Follow the Northern Cruisers!
Seven RRYC boats set sail May 31, heading up the bay to Havre 

de Grace, MD.  Check out their itinerary on the web, www.rryc.org.

Yearbook Glitches 
and Revisions

By Dick Sisson

Pilgrims, I want you to check 
the calendar section of your 2008 
Yearbooks for possible missing 
pages. These are the blue pages 
around the middle of the book. I 
discovered my own Yearbook is 
missing pages 51 and 52. If any 
of you þnd similar missing pages, 
let me know so I can rectify the 
situation.

Other revisions:

John Moore’s preferred e-mail 
is now: moorescove@gmail.
com.

Please revise Kenneth & 
Maricel Q. Baker’s e-mails to 
be respectively: kbkenbaker@
gmail.com; maricelqb@
gmail.com.

E-mail for Tom & Gigi Keith 
is  tommykeithandgigi@
embarqmail.com. (That’s 
“embarq”  with a “Q”.)

Please bring any other desired 
revisions or corrections to my 
attention: dickie.sis@gmail.com, 
or snail mail to: Dick Sisson, PO 
Box 724, Irvington VA 22480. Or, 
take a chance and call me on the 
phone, 804-438-6180. Monday 
mornings are risky and Friday 
nights are problematical.  
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NAME: _______________________   AGE: ________

Kids’ Page
a summer addition

Color the sailboat, bring it to the Club, and post it on the bulletin board for all to enjoy!
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ATTENTION
Photographers, 

Racers, and Racing 
Photographers!!!

Because we are now able to print the front and back 
of the Headway in color each month, it is especially 
important that all you shutter-bugs take pictures of 
the club events you attend, and send them to us at 
headway@rryc.org. Full credit will be given.  Sad to 
say, this month we could not þnd a single photo of 
the actual races held in May, so were forced to use 
something from the public domain.  Yes, it’s a pretty 
picture, but we’d rather be able to feature the real 
RRYC events and participants.  Thanks for your help 
– and your pictures!

ICYC Junior Sailing Regatta
Friday, July 4, 2008

Optis ð Lasers ð 420s

Sailor ________________________________________________________________

Age (as of 1/2/2008) __________________________DOB_____________________
 
Home Address _________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Home Phone  __________________________________________________________

Name of Club Member __________________________________________________

Circle choice of camp :

Sail I     Sail II     Sail III     Sail IV     Sail V     Sail V(a)     Sail VI     Sail VII      

Sailing Camp Reminder!  
Don’t Miss It!  

Please refer to the May, 2008, Headway for the 
speciþcs of each class and þll out one application 
per child you want to attend.   Circle your child’s 
choice of camp on the form.  Mail the application 
and a check for the appropriate fees to Dee Byrne, 
1661 Clifton Landing Lane, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.  
Questions?  Call Dee at 804-436-9270.

Kids/Grandkids/Visiting Yacht Clubs

	 Registration:	 8:30 a.m.
	 Skippers Mtg:	 9:00 a.m.
 	 First Race:	 10:00 a.m.

Lunch after racing:  
hot dogs, chips, sodas, dessert

Spectator boats for parents, grandparents, and 
other interested observers

For more information call 
Mike Byrne @ 435-7804



Saturday, June 21, 2008 
C

ocktails 17:30 PM
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inner 18:30 P.M
.
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American flags dominated 
the décor, as RRYC celebrated 
Armed Forces Day at our May 
social. Quite a few members wore 
pieces of their former or current 
military uniforms, with varying 
degrees of proper fit, making 
them immediately recognizable 
as the honorees of the day.  With 
the summer social, cruising, and 
racing seasons in full swing, 
we saw another extremely large 
turnout of 84 members and 
guests for the òRed, White, and 
Blue” dinner catered by Karen 
Doyle.  Members bringing guests 
were the Adlers, Andersons, 
Beardens, Marshalls, Orrs, and 
Tompkinses.

Board hosts for the evening 
were Nan & Blaine Liner, with 
Kathy & Jim Bearden and Joe 
& Carole Sarnowski helping 
serve dinner.  Appetizers were 
provided for the enjoyment of 
all by the Liners, Beardens, 
Sarnowskis, Cynthia Johnson & 
Pete Knight, Cynthia & Frank 

We have a new bill, S. 2766, 
“The Clean Boating Act of 
2008,ó that we need your help to 
support.  This bill will provide 
a permanent exemption for 
recreational boaters, anglers, 
and charter boats, from the 
looming EPA discharge permit 
requirement.

Over the last 8 months or 
so, many people have taken the 
time to support S. 2067 or H.R. 
2550 òThe Recreational Boating 
Act of 2007ó.  This new bill, 
S. 2766 has the best chance of 

Prospective Members:
Dave Raffetto and Dan & Sally Clark have proposed Larry & Jill 

Worth of Irvington, VA for Active Membership. Larry & Jill have just 
purchased Stray Cat, a Pearson 23 currently docked at RRYC (in the 
Bakersõ spot). The Worths vacationed in Irvington for many years before 
becoming full-time residents. Larry grew up sailing on Barnegat Bay in 
N.J. and has owned sailboats off & on for years. Jillõs þrst experience 
sailing on anything bigger than a sunþsh was with Dave Raffetto, sailing 
to Yankee Point Marina and later on an America’s Cup excursion.  Both 
have enjoyed the events they have attended at RRYC and have worked 
with many club members as co-chairs of the “Lights on the Creek” 
boat parade for the last several years. Larry is interested in working 
with the Social & Programs and House & Grounds Committees as 
well as working with The Beavers. Jill is also interested in the Social 
& Programs Committee and The Headway, and both look forward to 
working with Race Management and cruising. 

Dave Raffetto and Doug Power have proposed Gene & Susan 
Edmonds of Irvington, VA for Provisional Membership. Gene has sailed 
since a young man, growing up in Hampton, with most of his hours 
logged on a 38õ Schooner and a 25õ C&C. Though they currently own 
a power boat, they sail regularly on Gene’s sister’s C&C. They’d like 
to assist with racing activities, social activities & general club upkeep. 
Gene holds a USCG 50-ton Captain’s license and is a member of the 
Irvington Town Council, and Susan directs the gardening efforts of 
the Irvington Village Improvement Association. Gene is interested 
in working on the Racing Committee and volunteering as race crew. 
Susan is interested in serving on the House & Grounds Committee and 
working with Race Management. 

Members may direct comments about these applications to 
Membership Chair Sally Clark prior to the June Board Meeting. (continued on page 7)

Social Notes

gaining widespread political 
support from both Democrats 
and Republicans.  It includes 
all the former contents of S. 
2067 and H.R. 2550 as well as a 
provision to exempt charter boats 
from the permit and to require the 
EPA and the U.S. Coast Guard 
to determine reasonable and 
practical management practices 
for discharges.

We urge every boater, 
angler, and boat owner to learn 
more about this new legislation.  
Please take a few minutes and 

let your federal Senators and 
Congressmen know about the 
importance of boating in your 
life, and ask them to co-sponsor 
or support this new legislation.  
Remember that if we don’t get 
legislation passed, we all need to 
get EPA permits to operate our 
boats effective 9/30/08!

For information on how to 
contact your U.S. Senator or 
Congressman, go to http://www.
boatus.com/gov/. 

Regulatory Update from BoatUS

Membership News
By Sally Clark – Membership Chairman




