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Shakedown 2009  

THE HEAdwAY

On Saturday, the 25th of April the cruising fleet of the Rappahannock River Yacht Club celebrated the 
arrival of the 2009 cruising season with an excellent adventure sail to Warehouse Creek on the lower reach of 
the Great Wicomico River. It was the first time in a very long time that the intrepid sail fleet had ventured other 
than to the Corrotoman River for its first voyage of a new year affectionately known as its shakedown cruise. 
The fleet was rewarded with spectacular weather, a quiet anchorage, a superb turnout and an excellent party.

Scenes from the Shakedown festivities.                                                                   Photos by Polli Romey and Jan Akers 
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Club Calendar 
June - July 2009

June

5 First Friday
7 Flying Scot Race #3
14 Flying Scot Race #4
19 Olan Mills Photo Sessions, 13:00 - 20:00
20 Olan Mills Photo Sessions, 09:00 - 17:00
 Board Meeting and Club Social
27 Flying Scot Regatta
 Independence Day Cruise Departs
28 Flyng Scot Regatta

July

3 First Friday

4 Independence Day Family Picnic

18 Board Meeting and Club Dinner

24 Junior Regatta
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Boats being towed out and the fight for second place on Flying Scot race day, May 10. Photos by Jill Worth
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RRYC Spring Regatta – May 16 
Article and photo by Jerry Latell 

The Rappahannock River Yacht Club held its 
Spring Regatta on May 16 attracting ten boats 
from both RRYC and Yankee Point Yacht 
Club. The forecast rain held off for the day 
and the fleet enjoyed a slowly building 
southerly breeze. The course was set across 
the river with the start/finish line just off 
Carter Creek and the upwind mark a mile and 
a half away near the southern side of the river. 
With the upwind mark close to the shore there 
were big wind shifts on the upwind third of 
the course. These shifts and the current made 
for challenging racing and lots of 
opportunities to gain or lose. 

Arabella Denvir who sailed her J/24 
Rattlesnake to second in the spinnaker 
division said "the big shifts at the top of the 
course made for huge gains or losses."  In race 
two she and Sam Marshall, skippering his S2 
Play it Again, traded the lead several times but 
at the finish Play it Again pulled off the win. In the non-spinnaker division Salute with Pete 
Knight at the helm won both races by playing the conditions well and showing very consistent 
speed. Billy McCarty from YPYC won a tiebreaker in the second race with Frank Miller of 
RRYC to take second place in the non-spinnaker division. Miller was First across the line in the 
second race but after calculating handicaps he ended up third to Knight and McCarty.  If 
interested in racing please e-mail Ron Mihills for more information. 

Results
Place Boat Skipper Race1 Race2 Total Points
Spinnaker: (3 boats) 
1 Play it Again Sam Marshall      1     1        2 
2 Rattlesnake Arabella Denvir     2     2        4 
3 Marijo Mike McCartney     3     3        6 

Non-Spinnaker: (7 boats) 
1 Salute Pete Knight     1     1        2 
2 Aerwana Bill McCarty     4     2        6 
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 Arabella Denvir who sailed her J/24 Rattlesnake to second in the spinnaker division said “the big shifts at the 
top of the course made for huge gains or losses.”  In race two she and 
Sam Marshall, skippering his S2 Play it Again, traded the lead several 
times but at the finish Play it Again pulled off the win. In the non-
spinnaker division Salute with Pete Knight at the helm won both races 
by playing the conditions well and showing very consistent speed. Billy 
McCarty from YPYC won a tiebreaker in the second race with Frank 
Miller of RRYC to take second place in the non-spinnaker division. 
Miller was First across the line in the second race but after calculating 
handicaps he ended up third to Knight and McCarty.  If interested in 
racing please e-mail Ron Mihills for more information.

Results
Place Boat Skipper Race1 Race2 Total Points
Spinnaker: (3 boats) 
1 Play it Again Sam Marshall      1     1        2 
2 Rattlesnake Arabella Denvir     2     2        4 
3 Marijo Mike McCartney     3     3        6 

Non-Spinnaker: (7 boats) 
1 Salute Pete Knight     1     1        2 
2 Aerwana Bill McCarty     4     2        6 
3 Windblown Frank Miller     3     3        6 

FBYC / RRYC River Races  – May 24 

Overcast skies, fouled running gear, and faltering winds made for an interesting day of racing.  
Everything started as any normal day of PHRF racing.  However, after setting the starting line 
and the windward mark, the chase boat running gear got fouled and the racing was put on hold 
while an SOS went out to RRYC and a rescue operation was put in action.  Thanks to Brooks 
Zerkel of FBYC for the use of Mr. Roberts as the committee boat, and a special thanks to Doug 
Zerkel for diving on the chase boat to clear the running gear.  Toward the end of the second race, 
the wind faltered causing skippers to wonder if they were going to be able to finish the race.  The 
racing ended, however, as usual with food, beer, and awards. 

Results
Place Boat Skipper Club Race 1 Race 2 Total Points

Spinnaker Class 

1 Catitude Lew Thatcher RRYC 2 1 3 
2 Rattlesnake Philip & Arabella Denvir     - 3 2 5 
3 Marijo Mike McCarthy YPYC 3 4 7 
4 Trilogy Wayland Rennie FBYC 1 DNS 10

Play It Again Sam Marshall RRYC DNF DNS 18 
Volare Doug Power RRYC DNF DNS 18 
Juggernaut Mike Dale FBYC DNS DNS 18 
Chilcoot Alex Alvis FBYC DNS DNS 18 

Non-Spin Class 

1 Silver Fox Dwight Timm YPYC 3 1 4 
2 Salute Pete Knight RRYC 1 3 4 
3 Windblown Frank Miller RRYC 2 2 4 

Typhoon Racing

On a foul weather day, the races were cancelled, but not before Diane Cook-Tench and crew were already on the water. 
She claims three wins by default! No other boats were even within sight!
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RRYC INDEPENDENCE DAY CRUISE  29 JUNE-12 JULY
by Walker Stevens, Cruise Leader

 Are you looking for a fun Fourth and a way to beat the heat? Then join our Independence Day Cruise and 
help us decide where the wind will blow. (We’ll be starting a day later than originally proposed due to a family 
wedding conflict.)
 Let’s meet for cocktails aboard Friendship at 1700 on Monday, 29 June in Mill Creek on the Great Wicomico 
River, and the next morning we’ll set sail up, down, or across the Bay, or up the Potomac, depending on available 
wind and weather and preferences of our group. As of 18 May we have five boats, and we’d like to have YOU join us 
too. 
 For further information or to sign up, get in touch with me at EWStevens1@GMail.com, home 804-435-
3359, or cell 336-202-3511, or add your name to the sign-up sheet at the RRYC.
 I’ll send an e-mail to all Independence Day cruisers one week before our departure.
 Fair winds.

I’d like to go racing, BUT!
I sure would like to try racing, but I’m a little nervous about all of those flags, whistles, cannons, horns, rubber 
blow-up things, committee boats, rules, regulations, sailing instructions, notice of race, course boards, penalty 
turns, protests, and skipper’s of other boats screaming, “Up, up, up!” “Don’t go in there!”  Don’t panic…. 
help is on the way.

Sam Marshall, one of the most experienced RRYC racers, suggested that experienced skippers and crew mem-
bers offer to demystify sailboat racing by crewing with inexperienced sailors on a casual practice day.  On-
the-water exercises would demonstrate a starting sequence, mark roundings, sailing the course, etc.

If you are interested in learning the basics of racing on your boat with tutoring from experienced RRYC racers 
please contact Ron Mihills  rmihills@creeksideassociates.com or 438-6111.

Rattlesnake

Page 3

Play it Again,
Play it Again

Salute
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division said "the big shifts at the top of the 
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Knight at the helm won both races by playing the conditions well and showing very consistent 
speed. Billy McCarty from YPYC won a tiebreaker in the second race with Frank Miller of 
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RRYC INDEPENDENCE DAY CRUISE  29 JUNE-12 JULY
by Walker Stevens, Cruise Leader

 Are you looking for a fun Fourth and a way to beat the heat? Then join our Independence Day Cruise and 
help us decide where the wind will blow. (We’ll be starting a day later than originally proposed due to a family 
wedding conflict.)
 Let’s meet for cocktails aboard Friendship at 1700 on Monday, 29 June in Mill Creek on the Great Wicomico 
River, and the next morning we’ll set sail up, down, or across the Bay, or up the Potomac, depending on available 
wind and weather and preferences of our group. As of 18 May we have five boats, and we’d like to have YOU join us 
too. 
 For further information or to sign up, get in touch with me at EWStevens1@GMail.com, home 804-435-
3359, or cell 336-202-3511, or add your name to the sign-up sheet at the RRYC.
 I’ll send an e-mail to all Independence Day cruisers one week before our departure.
 Fair winds.

I’d like to go racing, BUT!
I sure would like to try racing, but I’m a little nervous about all of those flags, whistles, cannons, horns, rubber 
blow-up things, committee boats, rules, regulations, sailing instructions, notice of race, course boards, penalty 
turns, protests, and skipper’s of other boats screaming, “Up, up, up!” “Don’t go in there!”  Don’t panic…. 
help is on the way.

Sam Marshall, one of the most experienced RRYC racers, suggested that experienced skippers and crew mem-
bers offer to demystify sailboat racing by crewing with inexperienced sailors on a casual practice day.  On-
the-water exercises would demonstrate a starting sequence, mark roundings, sailing the course, etc.

If you are interested in learning the basics of racing on your boat with tutoring from experienced RRYC racers 
please contact Ron Mihills  rmihills@creeksideassociates.com or 438-6111.

Friendship 17:00
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second race but after calculating handicaps he ended up third to Knight and McCarty.  If 
interested in racing please e-mail Ron Mihills for more information. 

Results
Place Boat Skipper Race1 Race2 Total Points
Spinnaker: (3 boats) 
1 Play it Again Sam Marshall      1     1        2 
2 Rattlesnake Arabella Denvir     2     2        4 
3 Marijo Mike McCartney     3     3        6 

Non-Spinnaker: (7 boats) 
1 Salute Pete Knight     1     1        2 
2 Aerwana Bill McCarty     4     2        6 

RRYC Spring Regatta - May 16
Article and photo by Jerry Latell

 The Rappahannock River Yacht Club held its Spring Regatta on May 16 attracting ten boats from both RRYC 
and Yankee Point Yacht Club. The forecast rain held off for the day and the fleet enjoyed a slowly building southerly 
breeze. The course was set across the river with the start/finish line just off Carter Creek and the upwind mark a mile 
and a half away near the southern side of the river. With the upwind mark close to the shore there were big wind shifts 
on the upwind third of the course. These shifts and the current made for challenging racing and lots of opportunities to 
gain or lose.

 Arabella Denvir who sailed her J/24 Rattlesnake to second in the spinnaker division said “the big shifts at the 
top of the course made for huge gains or losses.”  In race two she and 
Sam Marshall, skippering his S2 Play it Again, traded the lead several 
times but at the finish Play it Again pulled off the win. In the non-
spinnaker division Salute with Pete Knight at the helm won both races 
by playing the conditions well and showing very consistent speed. Billy 
McCarty from YPYC won a tiebreaker in the second race with Frank 
Miller of RRYC to take second place in the non-spinnaker division. 
Miller was First across the line in the second race but after calculating 
handicaps he ended up third to Knight and McCarty.  If interested in 
racing please e-mail Ron Mihills for more information.

Results
Place Boat Skipper Race1 Race2 Total Points
Spinnaker: (3 boats) 
1 Play it Again Sam Marshall      1     1        2 
2 Rattlesnake Arabella Denvir     2     2        4 
3 Marijo Mike McCartney     3     3        6 

Non-Spinnaker: (7 boats) 
1 Salute Pete Knight     1     1        2 
2 Aerwana Bill McCarty     4     2        6 
3 Windblown Frank Miller     3     3        6 

FBYC / RRYC River Races  – May 24 

Overcast skies, fouled running gear, and faltering winds made for an interesting day of racing.  
Everything started as any normal day of PHRF racing.  However, after setting the starting line 
and the windward mark, the chase boat running gear got fouled and the racing was put on hold 
while an SOS went out to RRYC and a rescue operation was put in action.  Thanks to Brooks 
Zerkel of FBYC for the use of Mr. Roberts as the committee boat, and a special thanks to Doug 
Zerkel for diving on the chase boat to clear the running gear.  Toward the end of the second race, 
the wind faltered causing skippers to wonder if they were going to be able to finish the race.  The 
racing ended, however, as usual with food, beer, and awards. 

Results
Place Boat Skipper Club Race 1 Race 2 Total Points

Spinnaker Class 

1 Catitude Lew Thatcher RRYC 2 1 3 
2 Rattlesnake Philip & Arabella Denvir     - 3 2 5 
3 Marijo Mike McCarthy YPYC 3 4 7 
4 Trilogy Wayland Rennie FBYC 1 DNS 10

Play It Again Sam Marshall RRYC DNF DNS 18 
Volare Doug Power RRYC DNF DNS 18 
Juggernaut Mike Dale FBYC DNS DNS 18 
Chilcoot Alex Alvis FBYC DNS DNS 18 

Non-Spin Class 

1 Silver Fox Dwight Timm YPYC 3 1 4 
2 Salute Pete Knight RRYC 1 3 4 
3 Windblown Frank Miller RRYC 2 2 4 

Typhoon Racing

On a foul weather day, the races were cancelled, but not before Diane Cook-Tench and crew were already on the water. 
She claims three wins by default! No other boats were even within sight!
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water.  She claims three wins by default!  No other boats were even within sight! 

Flying Scots Status 
by Lew Thatcher, Fleet Captain 

We are only half way through the spring Flying Scot series.  Frank Birdsall is leading after the first two 
race days.  There are two more race days on June 7 and 14.  Watch for the final Spring Series results in 
the July Headway.

Boats being towed out and the fight for second place on Flying Scot race day, May 10.   Photos by Jill Worth 
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RRYC INDEPENDENCE DAY CRUISE  29 JUNE-12 JULY
by Walker Stevens, Cruise Leader

 Are you looking for a fun Fourth and a way to beat the heat? Then join our Independence Day Cruise and 
help us decide where the wind will blow. (We’ll be starting a day later than originally proposed due to a family 
wedding conflict.)
 Let’s meet for cocktails aboard Friendship at 1700 on Monday, 29 June in Mill Creek on the Great Wicomico 
River, and the next morning we’ll set sail up, down, or across the Bay, or up the Potomac, depending on available 
wind and weather and preferences of our group. As of 18 May we have five boats, and we’d like to have YOU join us 
too. 
 For further information or to sign up, get in touch with me at EWStevens1@GMail.com, home 804-435-
3359, or cell 336-202-3511, or add your name to the sign-up sheet at the RRYC.
 I’ll send an e-mail to all Independence Day cruisers one week before our departure.
 Fair winds.

I’d like to go racing, BUT!
I sure would like to try racing, but I’m a little nervous about all of those flags, whistles, cannons, horns, rubber 
blow-up things, committee boats, rules, regulations, sailing instructions, notice of race, course boards, penalty 
turns, protests, and skipper’s of other boats screaming, “Up, up, up!” “Don’t go in there!”  Don’t panic…. 
help is on the way.

Sam Marshall, one of the most experienced RRYC racers, suggested that experienced skippers and crew mem-
bers offer to demystify sailboat racing by crewing with inexperienced sailors on a casual practice day.  On-
the-water exercises would demonstrate a starting sequence, mark roundings, sailing the course, etc.

If you are interested in learning the basics of racing on your boat with tutoring from experienced RRYC racers 
please contact Ron Mihills  rmihills@creeksideassociates.com or 438-6111.

skippers
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Social 
Notes

The May social saw a bit of a 
downturn in attendance, as many 
of the regulars were away on the 
cruise to North Carolina.  But 
66 hardy souls braved the early 
season heat and enjoyed a deli-
cious Italian dinner on the porch, 
along with the usual gorgeous 
Carter Creek sunset.  The eve-
ning kicked off with appetizers 
provided by Jo & Jack Chamber-
lain, Diane Cook-Tench, Donna 
& Carl Gruel, Bev & Joe Oren, 
Beth & Marshall Orr, and Bob 
Westbrook, who also served as 
Board Host.  Ginny & Sam Mar-
shall also brought a guest.

June continues our summer 
tradition of fresh seafood, but 
with a meat-lover’s option added, 
as well.  The social is on Satur-
day, the 20th, so be sure to make 
your reservations to dinner@rryc.
org no later than June 13.  This is 
always a popular social, so don’t 
miss out on it.
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Racing News
PHRF Racing - Upcoming Regattas

June 13 - YPYC Spring Singlehanded Race

July 11-12 - FBYC Leukemia Cup - Info and registration no FBYC web site:
 http://www.fbyc.net/Events/2009/07.11.offshore/ssi.dtml

_______________________________________________________________________________________

YPYC Spring Regatta Results
The May 9 YPYC Spring Regatta turned out to be a single non-spinnaker fleet when only Sam Marshall’s 
“Play it Again” showed up on the starting line to race spinnaker class.  Sam graciously agreed to race non-
spinnaker with his spinnaker PHRF rating…. and placed first.  Congrats, Sam!  Pete Knight continues to 
dominate in the non-spinnaker fleet.  But…… we need more boats on the starting line!

   1st – Play it Again – Sam Marshall – RRYC  2nd – Salute – Pete Knight – RRYC
   3rd. – Silver Fox – Sharon Timm – YPYC  4th – Brat – John Henley - YPYC

New Members:

We are pleased to announce that the Board has approved the fol-
lowing for Active Membership:

Debi & Carl Isbrandtsen own River Rat, a 45’ Hunter Sloop, lo-
cated on Carter Creek. Carl began sailing and building small boats 
(gaff-rigged prams, Indian Scouts & Blue Jays) in the 1950’s on the 
Naviaink River in N.J. and has been sailing ever since. They built 
their home & moved here in 2005 and have met many present & for-
mer members of RRYC. They enjoy the relaxed atmosphere and ca-
maraderie of our club and look forward to the opportunity to meet 
new folks with a passion for sailing. Carl is interested in working with 
the House & Grounds Committee, and both look forward to cruising 
with the Club.

Ted  & Ene-Mai Kvell own Bottlenose a 38’ Prout Sloop, located 
on Bells Creek. Ted’s first exposure to sailing was from dinghy racing 
in college, but their sailing really started with lessons at the Annapo-
lis Sailing School in the late seventies, followed by the acquisition 
of their first boat, a 22’ Pearson. They have traveled extensively and 
sailed a variety of boats both on the Bay and trans-oceanic. Ted and 
Ene-Mai look forward to enjoying the fellowship of other sailing en-
thusiasts and to broaden their sailing experience. Ted is interested in 
working with the Cruising and Planning Committees and Ene-Mai is 
interested in House & Grounds. Both look forward to cruising with 
the club and Ted is also interested in racing.

Steve & Sheila Zukor own Wetted Bliss, a 36’ Hunter Sloop lo-
cated at their dock. The Zukors have crewed for 34 years and have 
been coastal cruisers on their own boat for 18 years. Their goals are 
to meet people in the Northern Neck who enjoy sailing & socializing. 
Both look forward to working with the Cruising Committee and both 
are looking forward to cruising and racing with the club.

Membership News
By Sally Clark – Membership Chairman

Carl & Debi Isbrandtsen  Ted & Ene-Mai Kvell 
589 Yopps Cove Rd.   319 Bells Creek Lane 
White Stone, VA 22578  Lancaster, VA 22503
804-435-8865    804-462-9848  
debi@isbrandtsen.com  tkvell@aol.com 
     ekvell@aol.com

Steve & Sheila Zukor
PO Box 73
Merry Point, VA 22513
804-723-8097
szukor@nnwifi.com

FBYC / RRYC River Races - May 24

Overcast skies, fouled running gear, and faltering winds made for an interesting day of racing.  Everything started as 
any normal day of PHRF racing.  However, after setting the starting line and the windward mark, the chase boat running 
gear got fouled and the racing was put on hold while an SOS went out to RRYC and a rescue operation was put in 
action.  Thanks to Brooks Zerkel of FBYC for the use of Mr. Roberts as the committee boat, and a special thanks to 
Doug Zerkel for diving on the chase boat to clear the running gear.  Toward the end of the second race, the wind faltered 
causing skippers to wonder if they were going to be able to finish the race.  The racing ended, however, as usual with 
food, beer, and awards.

Results
Place Boat Skipper Race1 Race2 Total Points
Spinnaker: (3 boats) 
1 Play it Again Sam Marshall      1     1        2 
2 Rattlesnake Arabella Denvir     2     2        4 
3 Marijo Mike McCartney     3     3        6 

Non-Spinnaker: (7 boats) 
1 Salute Pete Knight     1     1        2 
2 Aerwana Bill McCarty     4     2        6 
3 Windblown Frank Miller     3     3        6 
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Zerkel for diving on the chase boat to clear the running gear.  Toward the end of the second race, 
the wind faltered causing skippers to wonder if they were going to be able to finish the race.  The 
racing ended, however, as usual with food, beer, and awards. 

Results
Place Boat Skipper Club Race 1 Race 2 Total Points

Spinnaker Class 

1 Catitude Lew Thatcher RRYC 2 1 3 
2 Rattlesnake Philip & Arabella Denvir     - 3 2 5 
3 Marijo Mike McCarthy YPYC 3 4 7 
4 Trilogy Wayland Rennie FBYC 1 DNS 10

Play It Again Sam Marshall RRYC DNF DNS 18 
Volare Doug Power RRYC DNF DNS 18 
Juggernaut Mike Dale FBYC DNS DNS 18 
Chilcoot Alex Alvis FBYC DNS DNS 18 

Non-Spin Class 

1 Silver Fox Dwight Timm YPYC 3 1 4 
2 Salute Pete Knight RRYC 1 3 4 
3 Windblown Frank Miller RRYC 2 2 4 

CALENDAR FOR BACK PAGE WILL BE SENT BY SEPARATE E-MAIL ON MONDAY MORNING. 

WENDY, PLEASE ADD THE NEW MEMBERS IN THIS ISSUE TO THE MAILING LABELS.

June Menu 
 

Peel your own shrimp 
Crack your own crabs 

Kielbasi w/ assorted mustards 
Accompanied by a plethora of seasonal salads  

         (a vegetarian could make a meal out of these!) 
Multi-berry Shortcake 

      

on

Mr. Roberts

July 11-12 - FBYC Leukemia Cup - Information and registration on FBYC web site:
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YPYC Spring Regatta Results

Play it Again
The May 9 YPYC Spring Regatta turned out to be a single non-spinnaker fleet when only Sam Marshall’s 
Play it Again showed up on the starting line to race spinnaker class.  Sam graciously agreed to race non-
spinnaker with his spinnaker PHRF rating…. and placed first.  Congrats, Sam!  Pete Knight continues to 
dominate in the non-spinnaker fleet.  But…… we need more boats on the starting line!

Marijo
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Club Directory
As indicated in the Commodore’s Comments, we need maxi-
mum participation in the photo directory.  A few comments be-
low are indications of the importance a number of our members 
– and former members - put on making our first photo directory 
a success.  Please make an appointment or some other arrange-
ment to ensure you are included in the directory.  Thanks.
	
	 “I have resigned from the RRYC.  I know it takes a 
while for information to get to everyone.  Hope everyone will 
sign up for their pictures.  That will really be a super directory.  
Wish they had done that a long time ago.  Good Luck.”
	
	 “As a member of RRYC who will be driving from 
Richmond to make sure our picture is included in the new Club 
Directory, I can see how hard you are working to make the 
project professional and all-inclusive. You make a very good 
case why all of us need to participate even if we think we know 
everybody, and I would worry that Olan Mills might not do this 
again unless they get some higher number than 50% participa-
tion. I really hope all of us will respond to your plea. Thanks.”
	
	 “Is Olan Mills photographing anywhere around Dur-
ham, NC?  I may be able to make the June 20th RRYC session 
but something closer to home would be a safer bet.  Thanks for 
your efforts.”
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	 Thirteen boats arrived at the mouth of Warehouse Creek to be escorted by a local sailor through the narrow channel between the Nor-
thumberland Scylla and Charybdis. Fortunately, all boats and crews safely passed into calm water upstream where they found a placid harbor 
with either a protected anchorage and/or a slip at the Bierly’s or Romey’s pier.  The intrepid sailors included: Lynn and Mike Adler on Pa-
tience, Barbara Luce and Lew Thatcher on Catitude, Dave Bronson and able-body seaman Dick Muller on Akula III, Kate and Dave Raffetto 
on Success, Grace Ann and Frank Miller on Windblown, Blanche and Walker Stevens on Friendship, Dinah and Matt Carr on Coquina, Kathy 
and Jim Bearden on Charm, Jo and Jack Chamberlain on Maggie Rose, Blaine Liner on Puffin, Dave Hutchison on Menabilly, Bev and Joe 
Oren on Bon Vivant and Susan and Mitch Bober on Respite. All of these crews were granted the prized title of Wary Warehouse Watercourse 
Wayfarer First Class (visit).  The Bobers were awarded the coveted WWWW First Class with Crab award for being the only boat to enter 
Warehouse Creek without escort or on-site local knowledge instructions.

	 On Saturday evening, after climbing the essential 37 steps to the Bierlys’ deck, the 24 sailors were joined by an additional group of 
land-lubber cruisers who arrived by land yachts after negotiating the winding, rural roads of Northumberland County. These included: Gretch-
en Bronson, Bev and Brian Hart, Charlotte and Jim Schmidt, Debbie Cycotte and Mosby West, Jan and Craig Akers, Hein and Siggy Zenker, 
Sheila and Steve Zukor with two guests. All were treated to light finger food followed by a heavy evening meal of roast pulled pork and 
chicken in special barbecue sauce ala Romey prepared by Chef Mike, supplemented by salads and desserts extorted from the attendees by hosts 
Bob and Jane Bierly and Mike and Polli Romey. Our special guest, transcontinental traveler Dorothy Main, (Polli’s 95-year-old mother), added 
elegance and grace to an otherwise noisy drinking party.

	 After a dark but quiet night, the party continued for the floating attendees on Sunday morning. It began with leisurely served coffee 
and newspapers on board each boat followed by an elegant brunch at 10 am at the Romeys’ home. Guests were served an exquisite egg cas-
serole ala Polli with coffee and Bloody Marys.  After a decent interval and upon recovering from total “carb” overload, the boats departed for 
various locations. Only Mitch Bober, having entered Warehouse Creek successfully without assistance, managed to run aground on the way 
out. A local boater pulled him off the Scylla shoal. The WWWW First Class with Crab award, previously mentioned above, was summarily 
withdrawn.  All attendees now know where the best hurricane hole in the Northern Neck may well be and how to get there.

	 The May social saw a bit of a down-
turn in attendance, as many of the regulars 
were away on the cruise to North Carolina.  
But 66 hardy souls braved the early season 
heat and enjoyed a delicious Italian dinner on 
the porch, along with the usual gorgeous Carter 
Creek sunset.  The evening kicked off with 
appetizers provided by Jo & Jack Chamberlain, 
Diane Cook-Tench, Donna & Carl Gruel, Bev 
& Joe Oren, Beth & Marshall Orr, and Bob 
Westbrook, who also served as Board Host.  
Ginny & Sam Marshall also brought a guest.
	 June continues our summer tradition 
of fresh seafood, but with a meat-lover’s option 
added, as well.  The social is on Saturday, the 
20th, so be sure to make your reservations to 
dinner@rryc.org no later than June 13.  We are 
now ordering the food for Club dinners whole-
sale, which saves us a lot of money, but makes 
it IMPERATIVE that reservations be cut off a 
week prior to the social. This is always a popu-
lar social so don’t miss out.

SOCIAL NOTES
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Commodore’s Message
By Coleman Brydon, Commodore

• In spite of a rainy, cold Spring, things at the club have kicked into high 
gear.  The Whiskey Run was cancelled due to predicted thunderstorms. 
For once, the weatherman was right on target as a steady stream of storm 
cells marched across the Rappahannock from Urbanna to Irvington.

 
 We would welcome suggestions as to when this event should be 

rescheduled. The first Flying Scot race also had to be canceled the next 
day due to the same persistent weather pattern, but not before they got 
out in the river and tried.

• In May, the Board elected David Hutchison as Club Treasurer. David 
has been a member of the Club for twenty years, and is a financial 
advisor. With this background he will make an excellent treasurer. Please 
congratulate him when you see him and thank him for his willingness to 
serve. 

• Our socials continue to be well attended as I think word has gotten out 
that we have the best food bargain on the Northern Neck.  I am truly 
grateful to Jill and Larry Worth for their excellent efforts in the kitchen.  
For the May Social they spent many happy hours in the RRYC kitchen 
preparing for Italian Night- and it showed in the results. 

• For the THIRD time, someone has left the grill on all night.  Please turn 
off the grill if you have finished grilling. No one is going to do it for you. 
Propane is too expensive to be wasted. Also, now that the summer season 
is here and the pool is being used, please remember to put down the 
umbrellas when you leave.  If they are left up, the thunderstorms which 
are prevalent in the summer will lift the umbrellas out of their slots and do 
a damaging Mary Poppins imitation without benefit of Mary Poppins. 

• Our cruisers are cruising, our racers are racing. The typhoon fleet is 
growing and the Flying Scots are also active. If you are not participating 
already, come on down and get involved. There is still nothing better than 
just sitting in a rocking chair on the RRYC porch on a lovely evening 
watching the sun go down.  

• One last reminder:  PLEASE sign up for the picture taking on June 19 and 
20, or July 16.  You don’t have to buy the pictures if you don’t want to. 
We need your picture if the book is going to be useful.  We will probably 
not do this again for five years so you definitely do not want to be left out.  
IF EVERY MEMBER SIGNS UP FOR A PICTURE, OUR YEARBOOK 
WILL COST THE CLUB NOTHING.  Please do your part.

• The Ocean Cruising Club is planning a stop at RRYC on June 10. They 
will be using our porch for dinner. The only requirement for membership 
in this club is that the applicant must have traveled at least 2000 miles 
without seeing land. If you would like to chat with an ocean cruiser, you 
should plan to come by the club on the evening of June 10.  Their itinerary 
calls for them to be at Fishing Bay Yacht Club on the 9th, RRYC on the 
10th, Corrotoman River on the 11th and Urbanna on the 12th.
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Commodore – Coleman Brydon
(H) 804-379-1697
(C) 804-357-8959
nabrydon@aol.com

Vice Commodore – Frank Miller
(H) 804-436-1404
(C) 804-436-2312
fmillerpe@aol.com

Rear Commodore –Pete Knight
(H) 804-435-3710
petergknight@hotmail.com

Secretary – Marybeth Sisson
(H) 804-438-6180
marybeth.sis@gmail.com

Treasurer – 

Rappahannock RiveR 
Yacht club
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FLAG OFFICERS

Club Manager - Kent White

Commodore’s Message
By Coleman Brydon, Commodore

Past Commodore –David Raffetto
(H) 804-438-9324
kdraffetto@verizon.net

Director - Craig Akers
(H) 804-897-4310
(C) 804-513-8100
aker.akers1@verizon.net

Director - Tommy Asch
(H) 804-287-8544
(W) 804-644-3304
tom@shockoedevelopment.com

Director - Kathy Bearden
(H) 804-462-5032
(C) 804-436-4165
Kb3cwy@amsat.org

Director - William Garvey
(H) 804-436-8401
wgarvey@bellsouth.net

Director - Mike Romey
(H) 804-453-3955
mpromey@yahoo.com

Director - Bob Westbrook
(H) 804-438-6349
(O) 804-438-1000
drbob@rivnet.net

(continued on page 10)

• We had a very successful Clean-up day. More than 40 members 
turned up and worked like -  if you will pardon the expression 
-  beavers. Many boards were turned or replaced on the dock and 
around the swimming pool. The club was scrubbed and polished, 
and grounds were spiffed up.  Thank you to all who showed up 
and worked so hard.  Following work, the Worths brought in Club-
provided pizza and beer for the group. 

• Our condolences go out to Bob Westbrook on the death of his 
Mother, and to Jo Chamberlain on the death of her Father, Thomas 
W. "Bill" Muse.

• In other Board actions, Bob Bierly has resigned as Treasurer due 
to personal reasons.   We thank Bob for his hard work during his 
tenure.  Several members have expressed their willingness to fill 
out his term and the name of the new treasurer will be announced 
after the vote at the May board meeting.

• If you have not checked out the new weather computer in the 
clubhouse, you should do so the next time you visit. Thanks to 
the generous donation by Jim and Kathy Bearden of a computer 
and terrific flat screen monitor, you can see live radar weather any 
time you want.  Jim Duncan, eat your heart out. 

• One correction to last month's Headway;  the correct number for 
Boat US is GA808224. This number is good through August, 2009. 
A new number will be published when it is available. When you 
renew your Boat US membership, this will save you $6.50 - $12.50 
depending on whether your dues are $19.00 or $25.00.

• Those of us who subscribe to Chesapeake Bay Magazine  were 
pleasantly surprised to see Franz Baichl and his boat, complete 
with RRYC burgee, featured on the cover of the May issue. There 
is a copy of the cover on the Club bulletin board for you non-
subscribers.

• As demand for junior sailing has been greater than expected, we 
have added another option for this summer - a program run by 
Premier Sailing at the same price that Indian Creek is paying. 
This is what they (Premier Sailing) have proposed: “We are 
offering this program in the week prior to the July 24th Junior 
Regatta.   You might end up with a mixture of age and abilities and 
have some complete beginners and some racers.   During that week 
we run a Race Training course, which culminates in racing in the 
regatta that Friday, and we also run a standard beginners course, 
and the beginners do a normal sailing school day on the Friday. 

CALENDAR FOR BACK PAGE WILL BE SENT BY SEPARATE E-MAIL ON MONDAY MORNING. 

WENDY, PLEASE ADD THE NEW MEMBERS IN THIS ISSUE TO THE MAILING LABELS.

June Menu 
 

Peel your own shrimp 
Crack your own crabs 

Kielbasi w/ assorted mustards 
Accompanied by a plethora of seasonal salads  

         (a vegetarian could make a meal out of these!) 
Multi-berry Shortcake 

      

Club Directory
As indicated in the Commodore’s Comments, we need 
maximum participation in the photo directory.  A few com-
ments below are indications of the importance a number of 
our members – and former members - put on making our 
first photo directory a success.  Please make an appoint-
ment or some other arrangement to ensure you are included 
in the directory.  Thanks.

“I have resigned from the RRYC.  I know it takes a while for in-
formation to get to everyone.  Hope everyone will sign up for their 
pictures.  That will really be a super directory.  Wish they had done 
that a long time ago.  Good Luck.”

“As a member of RRYC who will be driving from Richmond to make 
sure our picture is included in the new Club Directory, I can see how 
hard you are working to make the project professional and all-in-
clusive. You make a very good case why all of us need to participate 
even if we think we know everybody, and I would worry that Olan 
Mills might not do this again unless they get some higher number 
than 50% participation. I really hope all of us will respond to your 
plea. Thanks.”

“Is Olan Mills photographing anywhere around Durham, NC?  I 
may be able to make the June 20th RRYC session but something 
closer to home would be a safer bet.  Thanks for your efforts.”

Page 2 June 2009 

Commodore’s Message
By Coleman Brydon, Commodore

• In spite of a rainy, cold Spring, things at the club have kicked into high 
gear.  The Whiskey Run was cancelled due to predicted thunderstorms. 
For once, the weatherman was right on target as a steady stream of storm 
cells marched across the Rappahannock from Urbanna to Irvington.

 
 We would welcome suggestions as to when this event should be 

rescheduled. The first Flying Scot race also had to be canceled the next 
day due to the same persistent weather pattern, but not before they got 
out in the river and tried.

• In May, the Board elected David Hutchison as Club Treasurer. David 
has been a member of the Club for twenty years, and is a financial 
advisor. With this background he will make an excellent treasurer. Please 
congratulate him when you see him and thank him for his willingness to 
serve. 

• Our socials continue to be well attended as I think word has gotten out 
that we have the best food bargain on the Northern Neck.  I am truly 
grateful to Jill and Larry Worth for their excellent efforts in the kitchen.  
For the May Social they spent many happy hours in the RRYC kitchen 
preparing for Italian Night- and it showed in the results. 

• For the THIRD time, someone has left the grill on all night.  Please turn 
off the grill if you have finished grilling. No one is going to do it for you. 
Propane is too expensive to be wasted. Also, now that the summer season 
is here and the pool is being used, please remember to put down the 
umbrellas when you leave.  If they are left up, the thunderstorms which 
are prevalent in the summer will lift the umbrellas out of their slots and do 
a damaging Mary Poppins imitation without benefit of Mary Poppins. 

• Our cruisers are cruising, our racers are racing. The typhoon fleet is 
growing and the Flying Scots are also active. If you are not participating 
already, come on down and get involved. There is still nothing better than 
just sitting in a rocking chair on the RRYC porch on a lovely evening 
watching the sun go down.  

• One last reminder:  PLEASE sign up for the picture taking on June 19 and 
20, or July 16.  You don’t have to buy the pictures if you don’t want to. 
We need your picture if the book is going to be useful.  We will probably 
not do this again for five years so you definitely do not want to be left out.  
IF EVERY MEMBER SIGNS UP FOR A PICTURE, OUR YEARBOOK 
WILL COST THE CLUB NOTHING.  Please do your part.

• The Ocean Cruising Club is planning a stop at RRYC on June 10. They 
will be using our porch for dinner. The only requirement for membership 
in this club is that the applicant must have traveled at least 2000 miles 
without seeing land. If you would like to chat with an ocean cruiser, you 
should plan to come by the club on the evening of June 10.  Their itinerary 
calls for them to be at Fishing Bay Yacht Club on the 9th, RRYC on the 
10th, Corrotoman River on the 11th and Urbanna on the 12th.
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Commodore – Coleman Brydon
(H) 804-379-1697
(C) 804-357-8959
nabrydon@aol.com

Vice Commodore – Frank Miller
(H) 804-436-1404
(C) 804-436-2312
fmillerpe@aol.com

Rear Commodore –Pete Knight
(H) 804-435-3710
petergknight@hotmail.com

Secretary – Marybeth Sisson
(H) 804-438-6180
marybeth.sis@gmail.com

Treasurer – 

Rappahannock RiveR 
Yacht club
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Director - Craig Akers
(H) 804-897-4310
(C) 804-513-8100
aker.akers1@verizon.net

Director - Tommy Asch
(H) 804-287-8544
(W) 804-644-3304
tom@shockoedevelopment.com

Director - Kathy Bearden
(H) 804-462-5032
(C) 804-436-4165
Kb3cwy@amsat.org

Director - William Garvey
(H) 804-436-8401
wgarvey@bellsouth.net

Director - Mike Romey
(H) 804-453-3955
mpromey@yahoo.com

Director - Bob Westbrook
(H) 804-438-6349
(O) 804-438-1000
drbob@rivnet.net

(continued on page 10)

• We had a very successful Clean-up day. More than 40 members 
turned up and worked like -  if you will pardon the expression 
-  beavers. Many boards were turned or replaced on the dock and 
around the swimming pool. The club was scrubbed and polished, 
and grounds were spiffed up.  Thank you to all who showed up 
and worked so hard.  Following work, the Worths brought in Club-
provided pizza and beer for the group. 

• Our condolences go out to Bob Westbrook on the death of his 
Mother, and to Jo Chamberlain on the death of her Father, Thomas 
W. "Bill" Muse.

• In other Board actions, Bob Bierly has resigned as Treasurer due 
to personal reasons.   We thank Bob for his hard work during his 
tenure.  Several members have expressed their willingness to fill 
out his term and the name of the new treasurer will be announced 
after the vote at the May board meeting.

• If you have not checked out the new weather computer in the 
clubhouse, you should do so the next time you visit. Thanks to 
the generous donation by Jim and Kathy Bearden of a computer 
and terrific flat screen monitor, you can see live radar weather any 
time you want.  Jim Duncan, eat your heart out. 

• One correction to last month's Headway;  the correct number for 
Boat US is GA808224. This number is good through August, 2009. 
A new number will be published when it is available. When you 
renew your Boat US membership, this will save you $6.50 - $12.50 
depending on whether your dues are $19.00 or $25.00.

• Those of us who subscribe to Chesapeake Bay Magazine  were 
pleasantly surprised to see Franz Baichl and his boat, complete 
with RRYC burgee, featured on the cover of the May issue. There 
is a copy of the cover on the Club bulletin board for you non-
subscribers.

• As demand for junior sailing has been greater than expected, we 
have added another option for this summer - a program run by 
Premier Sailing at the same price that Indian Creek is paying. 
This is what they (Premier Sailing) have proposed: “We are 
offering this program in the week prior to the July 24th Junior 
Regatta.   You might end up with a mixture of age and abilities and 
have some complete beginners and some racers.   During that week 
we run a Race Training course, which culminates in racing in the 
regatta that Friday, and we also run a standard beginners course, 
and the beginners do a normal sailing school day on the Friday. 

CALENDAR FOR BACK PAGE WILL BE SENT BY SEPARATE E-MAIL ON MONDAY MORNING. 

WENDY, PLEASE ADD THE NEW MEMBERS IN THIS ISSUE TO THE MAILING LABELS.

June Menu 
 

Peel your own shrimp 
Crack your own crabs 

Kielbasi w/ assorted mustards 
Accompanied by a plethora of seasonal salads  

         (a vegetarian could make a meal out of these!) 
Multi-berry Shortcake 

      

Club Directory
As indicated in the Commodore’s Comments, we need 
maximum participation in the photo directory.  A few com-
ments below are indications of the importance a number of 
our members – and former members - put on making our 
first photo directory a success.  Please make an appoint-
ment or some other arrangement to ensure you are included 
in the directory.  Thanks.

“I have resigned from the RRYC.  I know it takes a while for in-
formation to get to everyone.  Hope everyone will sign up for their 
pictures.  That will really be a super directory.  Wish they had done 
that a long time ago.  Good Luck.”

“As a member of RRYC who will be driving from Richmond to make 
sure our picture is included in the new Club Directory, I can see how 
hard you are working to make the project professional and all-in-
clusive. You make a very good case why all of us need to participate 
even if we think we know everybody, and I would worry that Olan 
Mills might not do this again unless they get some higher number 
than 50% participation. I really hope all of us will respond to your 
plea. Thanks.”

“Is Olan Mills photographing anywhere around Durham, NC?  I 
may be able to make the June 20th RRYC session but something 
closer to home would be a safer bet.  Thanks for your efforts.”
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Commodore’s Message
By Coleman Brydon, Commodore

• In spite of a rainy, cold Spring, things at the club have kicked into high 
gear.  The Whiskey Run was cancelled due to predicted thunderstorms. 
For once, the weatherman was right on target as a steady stream of storm 
cells marched across the Rappahannock from Urbanna to Irvington.

 
 We would welcome suggestions as to when this event should be 

rescheduled. The first Flying Scot race also had to be canceled the next 
day due to the same persistent weather pattern, but not before they got 
out in the river and tried.

• In May, the Board elected David Hutchison as Club Treasurer. David 
has been a member of the Club for twenty years, and is a financial 
advisor. With this background he will make an excellent treasurer. Please 
congratulate him when you see him and thank him for his willingness to 
serve. 

• Our socials continue to be well attended as I think word has gotten out 
that we have the best food bargain on the Northern Neck.  I am truly 
grateful to Jill and Larry Worth for their excellent efforts in the kitchen.  
For the May Social they spent many happy hours in the RRYC kitchen 
preparing for Italian Night- and it showed in the results. 

• For the THIRD time, someone has left the grill on all night.  Please turn 
off the grill if you have finished grilling. No one is going to do it for you. 
Propane is too expensive to be wasted. Also, now that the summer season 
is here and the pool is being used, please remember to put down the 
umbrellas when you leave.  If they are left up, the thunderstorms which 
are prevalent in the summer will lift the umbrellas out of their slots and do 
a damaging Mary Poppins imitation without benefit of Mary Poppins. 

• Our cruisers are cruising, our racers are racing. The typhoon fleet is 
growing and the Flying Scots are also active. If you are not participating 
already, come on down and get involved. There is still nothing better than 
just sitting in a rocking chair on the RRYC porch on a lovely evening 
watching the sun go down.  

• One last reminder:  PLEASE sign up for the picture taking on June 19 and 
20, or July 16.  You don’t have to buy the pictures if you don’t want to. 
We need your picture if the book is going to be useful.  We will probably 
not do this again for five years so you definitely do not want to be left out.  
IF EVERY MEMBER SIGNS UP FOR A PICTURE, OUR YEARBOOK 
WILL COST THE CLUB NOTHING.  Please do your part.

• The Ocean Cruising Club is planning a stop at RRYC on June 10. They 
will be using our porch for dinner. The only requirement for membership 
in this club is that the applicant must have traveled at least 2000 miles 
without seeing land. If you would like to chat with an ocean cruiser, you 
should plan to come by the club on the evening of June 10.  Their itinerary 
calls for them to be at Fishing Bay Yacht Club on the 9th, RRYC on the 
10th, Corrotoman River on the 11th and Urbanna on the 12th.
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fmillerpe@aol.com

Rear Commodore –Pete Knight
(H) 804-435-3710
petergknight@hotmail.com

Secretary – Marybeth Sisson
(H) 804-438-6180
marybeth.sis@gmail.com

Treasurer – 

Rappahannock RiveR 
Yacht club
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Director - William Garvey
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Director - Mike Romey
(H) 804-453-3955
mpromey@yahoo.com

Director - Bob Westbrook
(H) 804-438-6349
(O) 804-438-1000
drbob@rivnet.net

(continued on page 10)

• We had a very successful Clean-up day. More than 40 members 
turned up and worked like -  if you will pardon the expression 
-  beavers. Many boards were turned or replaced on the dock and 
around the swimming pool. The club was scrubbed and polished, 
and grounds were spiffed up.  Thank you to all who showed up 
and worked so hard.  Following work, the Worths brought in Club-
provided pizza and beer for the group. 

• Our condolences go out to Bob Westbrook on the death of his 
Mother, and to Jo Chamberlain on the death of her Father, Thomas 
W. "Bill" Muse.

• In other Board actions, Bob Bierly has resigned as Treasurer due 
to personal reasons.   We thank Bob for his hard work during his 
tenure.  Several members have expressed their willingness to fill 
out his term and the name of the new treasurer will be announced 
after the vote at the May board meeting.

• If you have not checked out the new weather computer in the 
clubhouse, you should do so the next time you visit. Thanks to 
the generous donation by Jim and Kathy Bearden of a computer 
and terrific flat screen monitor, you can see live radar weather any 
time you want.  Jim Duncan, eat your heart out. 

• One correction to last month's Headway;  the correct number for 
Boat US is GA808224. This number is good through August, 2009. 
A new number will be published when it is available. When you 
renew your Boat US membership, this will save you $6.50 - $12.50 
depending on whether your dues are $19.00 or $25.00.

• Those of us who subscribe to Chesapeake Bay Magazine  were 
pleasantly surprised to see Franz Baichl and his boat, complete 
with RRYC burgee, featured on the cover of the May issue. There 
is a copy of the cover on the Club bulletin board for you non-
subscribers.

• As demand for junior sailing has been greater than expected, we 
have added another option for this summer - a program run by 
Premier Sailing at the same price that Indian Creek is paying. 
This is what they (Premier Sailing) have proposed: “We are 
offering this program in the week prior to the July 24th Junior 
Regatta.   You might end up with a mixture of age and abilities and 
have some complete beginners and some racers.   During that week 
we run a Race Training course, which culminates in racing in the 
regatta that Friday, and we also run a standard beginners course, 
and the beginners do a normal sailing school day on the Friday. 

CALENDAR FOR BACK PAGE WILL BE SENT BY SEPARATE E-MAIL ON MONDAY MORNING. 

WENDY, PLEASE ADD THE NEW MEMBERS IN THIS ISSUE TO THE MAILING LABELS.

June Menu 
 

Peel your own shrimp 
Crack your own crabs 

Kielbasi w/ assorted mustards 
Accompanied by a plethora of seasonal salads  

         (a vegetarian could make a meal out of these!) 
Multi-berry Shortcake 

      

Club Directory
As indicated in the Commodore’s Comments, we need 
maximum participation in the photo directory.  A few com-
ments below are indications of the importance a number of 
our members – and former members - put on making our 
first photo directory a success.  Please make an appoint-
ment or some other arrangement to ensure you are included 
in the directory.  Thanks.

“I have resigned from the RRYC.  I know it takes a while for in-
formation to get to everyone.  Hope everyone will sign up for their 
pictures.  That will really be a super directory.  Wish they had done 
that a long time ago.  Good Luck.”

“As a member of RRYC who will be driving from Richmond to make 
sure our picture is included in the new Club Directory, I can see how 
hard you are working to make the project professional and all-in-
clusive. You make a very good case why all of us need to participate 
even if we think we know everybody, and I would worry that Olan 
Mills might not do this again unless they get some higher number 
than 50% participation. I really hope all of us will respond to your 
plea. Thanks.”

“Is Olan Mills photographing anywhere around Durham, NC?  I 
may be able to make the June 20th RRYC session but something 
closer to home would be a safer bet.  Thanks for your efforts.”
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Commodore’s Message
By Coleman Brydon, Commodore

• In spite of a rainy, cold Spring, things at the club have kicked into high 
gear.  The Whiskey Run was cancelled due to predicted thunderstorms. 
For once, the weatherman was right on target as a steady stream of storm 
cells marched across the Rappahannock from Urbanna to Irvington.

 
 We would welcome suggestions as to when this event should be 

rescheduled. The first Flying Scot race also had to be canceled the next 
day due to the same persistent weather pattern, but not before they got 
out in the river and tried.

• In May, the Board elected David Hutchison as Club Treasurer. David 
has been a member of the Club for twenty years, and is a financial 
advisor. With this background he will make an excellent treasurer. Please 
congratulate him when you see him and thank him for his willingness to 
serve. 

• Our socials continue to be well attended as I think word has gotten out 
that we have the best food bargain on the Northern Neck.  I am truly 
grateful to Jill and Larry Worth for their excellent efforts in the kitchen.  
For the May Social they spent many happy hours in the RRYC kitchen 
preparing for Italian Night- and it showed in the results. 

• For the THIRD time, someone has left the grill on all night.  Please turn 
off the grill if you have finished grilling. No one is going to do it for you. 
Propane is too expensive to be wasted. Also, now that the summer season 
is here and the pool is being used, please remember to put down the 
umbrellas when you leave.  If they are left up, the thunderstorms which 
are prevalent in the summer will lift the umbrellas out of their slots and do 
a damaging Mary Poppins imitation without benefit of Mary Poppins. 

• Our cruisers are cruising, our racers are racing. The typhoon fleet is 
growing and the Flying Scots are also active. If you are not participating 
already, come on down and get involved. There is still nothing better than 
just sitting in a rocking chair on the RRYC porch on a lovely evening 
watching the sun go down.  

• One last reminder:  PLEASE sign up for the picture taking on June 19 and 
20, or July 16.  You don’t have to buy the pictures if you don’t want to. 
We need your picture if the book is going to be useful.  We will probably 
not do this again for five years so you definitely do not want to be left out.  
IF EVERY MEMBER SIGNS UP FOR A PICTURE, OUR YEARBOOK 
WILL COST THE CLUB NOTHING.  Please do your part.

• The Ocean Cruising Club is planning a stop at RRYC on June 10. They 
will be using our porch for dinner. The only requirement for membership 
in this club is that the applicant must have traveled at least 2000 miles 
without seeing land. If you would like to chat with an ocean cruiser, you 
should plan to come by the club on the evening of June 10.  Their itinerary 
calls for them to be at Fishing Bay Yacht Club on the 9th, RRYC on the 
10th, Corrotoman River on the 11th and Urbanna on the 12th.
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Commodore – Coleman Brydon
(H) 804-379-1697
(C) 804-357-8959
nabrydon@aol.com

Vice Commodore – Frank Miller
(H) 804-436-1404
(C) 804-436-2312
fmillerpe@aol.com

Rear Commodore –Pete Knight
(H) 804-435-3710
petergknight@hotmail.com

Secretary – Marybeth Sisson
(H) 804-438-6180
marybeth.sis@gmail.com

Treasurer – 

Rappahannock RiveR 
Yacht club
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DIRECTORS

FLAG OFFICERS

Club Manager - Kent White

Commodore’s Message
By Coleman Brydon, Commodore

Past Commodore –David Raffetto
(H) 804-438-9324
kdraffetto@verizon.net

Director - Craig Akers
(H) 804-897-4310
(C) 804-513-8100
aker.akers1@verizon.net

Director - Tommy Asch
(H) 804-287-8544
(W) 804-644-3304
tom@shockoedevelopment.com

Director - Kathy Bearden
(H) 804-462-5032
(C) 804-436-4165
Kb3cwy@amsat.org

Director - William Garvey
(H) 804-436-8401
wgarvey@bellsouth.net

Director - Mike Romey
(H) 804-453-3955
mpromey@yahoo.com

Director - Bob Westbrook
(H) 804-438-6349
(O) 804-438-1000
drbob@rivnet.net

(continued on page 10)

• We had a very successful Clean-up day. More than 40 members 
turned up and worked like -  if you will pardon the expression 
-  beavers. Many boards were turned or replaced on the dock and 
around the swimming pool. The club was scrubbed and polished, 
and grounds were spiffed up.  Thank you to all who showed up 
and worked so hard.  Following work, the Worths brought in Club-
provided pizza and beer for the group. 

• Our condolences go out to Bob Westbrook on the death of his 
Mother, and to Jo Chamberlain on the death of her Father, Thomas 
W. "Bill" Muse.

• In other Board actions, Bob Bierly has resigned as Treasurer due 
to personal reasons.   We thank Bob for his hard work during his 
tenure.  Several members have expressed their willingness to fill 
out his term and the name of the new treasurer will be announced 
after the vote at the May board meeting.

• If you have not checked out the new weather computer in the 
clubhouse, you should do so the next time you visit. Thanks to 
the generous donation by Jim and Kathy Bearden of a computer 
and terrific flat screen monitor, you can see live radar weather any 
time you want.  Jim Duncan, eat your heart out. 

• One correction to last month's Headway;  the correct number for 
Boat US is GA808224. This number is good through August, 2009. 
A new number will be published when it is available. When you 
renew your Boat US membership, this will save you $6.50 - $12.50 
depending on whether your dues are $19.00 or $25.00.

• Those of us who subscribe to Chesapeake Bay Magazine  were 
pleasantly surprised to see Franz Baichl and his boat, complete 
with RRYC burgee, featured on the cover of the May issue. There 
is a copy of the cover on the Club bulletin board for you non-
subscribers.

• As demand for junior sailing has been greater than expected, we 
have added another option for this summer - a program run by 
Premier Sailing at the same price that Indian Creek is paying. 
This is what they (Premier Sailing) have proposed: “We are 
offering this program in the week prior to the July 24th Junior 
Regatta.   You might end up with a mixture of age and abilities and 
have some complete beginners and some racers.   During that week 
we run a Race Training course, which culminates in racing in the 
regatta that Friday, and we also run a standard beginners course, 
and the beginners do a normal sailing school day on the Friday. 

CALENDAR FOR BACK PAGE WILL BE SENT BY SEPARATE E-MAIL ON MONDAY MORNING. 

WENDY, PLEASE ADD THE NEW MEMBERS IN THIS ISSUE TO THE MAILING LABELS.

June Menu 
 

Peel your own shrimp 
Crack your own crabs 

Kielbasi w/ assorted mustards 
Accompanied by a plethora of seasonal salads  

         (a vegetarian could make a meal out of these!) 
Multi-berry Shortcake 

      

Club Directory
As indicated in the Commodore’s Comments, we need 
maximum participation in the photo directory.  A few com-
ments below are indications of the importance a number of 
our members – and former members - put on making our 
first photo directory a success.  Please make an appoint-
ment or some other arrangement to ensure you are included 
in the directory.  Thanks.

“I have resigned from the RRYC.  I know it takes a while for in-
formation to get to everyone.  Hope everyone will sign up for their 
pictures.  That will really be a super directory.  Wish they had done 
that a long time ago.  Good Luck.”

“As a member of RRYC who will be driving from Richmond to make 
sure our picture is included in the new Club Directory, I can see how 
hard you are working to make the project professional and all-in-
clusive. You make a very good case why all of us need to participate 
even if we think we know everybody, and I would worry that Olan 
Mills might not do this again unless they get some higher number 
than 50% participation. I really hope all of us will respond to your 
plea. Thanks.”

“Is Olan Mills photographing anywhere around Durham, NC?  I 
may be able to make the June 20th RRYC session but something 
closer to home would be a safer bet.  Thanks for your efforts.”

Shakedown 2009 
(continued from page 1)




