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Spring Racing Action in Full Swing

Spinnakers have been fl ying 
and the action has been fi erce in 
this spring’s PHRF, Flying Scot, 
and Typhoon races on Carter 
Creek and the Rappahannock 
River.  And it’s far from over 

PHRF, Flying Scot, and Typhoon Racing action has kept a large part of the Club busy this spring.

Photos by Andy Anderson, Blanche Stevens, Jan 
Akers, and David Reilly (Salute crew)

yet!  Read more inside about 
RRYC racing of all types, and 
the Flying Scot Capitol District 
Championships we are hosting in 
June, and plan to come out and 
support RRYC racing.  If you’re 

not a racer yourself, volunteer 
to work on a Race Committee, 
or follow the action from your 
own boat (just don’t get in the 
way!).



Commodore – Pete Knight
(H) 804-435-3710
petergknight@hotmail.com

Vice Commodore – Frank Miller
(H) 804-436-1404
(C) 804-436-2312
fmillerpe@aol.com

Rear Commodore –Doug Power
(H) 804-438-6770
power1218@verizon.net

Secretary – Kathy Wachter
(H) 804-435-1428
(C)  804-724-0609
kmwachter2@verizon.net

Treasurer –  David Hutchison
(H)  804-282-7078
(W) 804-747-7431
davidhut@juno.com
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Club Manager - Kent White

Comments from the Commodore
By Pete Knight, Commodore

Past Commodore –Coleman Brydon
(H) 804-379-1697
(C) 804-357-8959
nabrydon@aol.com

Director - Craig Akers
(H) 804-897-4310
(C) 804-513-8100
akers.akers1@verizon.net

Director ‑ Tommy Asch
(H) 804-287-8544
(W) 804-644-3304
tom@shockoedevelopment.com

Director - Bo Bragg
(H) 804-438-5202
(C) 804-436-7337
bo@braggco.com

Director ‑ William Garvey
(H) 804-436-8401
wgarvey@bellsouth.net

Director - Frederick Johnson
(H) 804-435-1460
(C) 804-436-5153
frederickj66@yahoo.com

Director ‑ Mike Romey
(H) 804-453-3955
mike@romeyinc.com

•	 I’ve recently read articles in sailing publications lamenting the 
possible demise of yacht clubs.  Contrary to this thinking are 
comments made at the May social reflecting on the optimism and 
enthusiasm at RRYC.  On the day after the social, before and after 
the Flying Scot/Typhoon races, I sensed that same feeling.  Several 
young families were at the Club enjoying the facilities.  Prior to the 
races, a Sunfish and an Opti were out on the creek, both crewed by 
young sailors.  As these young sailors grow, a new generation will 
be involved with RRYC.  

•	 For our Club to remain viable, we need to attract new members, 
which we are doing.  If the active membership is not full as I 
write this, it soon will be.  However, to provide for an increase 
in membership, there are several items that need to be addressed 
sooner rather than later:

1.	 The Deck and Pool.   Patched by the Beavers several times a 
year, the deck’s settling and deterioration have reached the point 
where band-aids will not solve the problem, and some major 
rehabbing is needed.  I’ve been told this structure has been in 
place for 35 years!

2.	 The “Annex” Building.  In the same state of  crumbling disrepair 
as the aforementioned deck and pool, the annex, a building used 
for storage, Board meetings, and Kent’s office, must be rebuilt.  
The plan has been to reconstruct it at the far side of the pool 
and to relocate the pump house there also.  These moves will 
create several much-needed additional parking spaces as well 
as keep the Club-owned equipment out of the storm surges that 
are a regular occurrence.  A few years ago, this project almost 
got off the ground, and I am hoping we can bring it to fruition 
soon.  As I keep promising, we will have a presentation to the 
membership in the next few months, as soon as details and 
plans are more solid.  

•	 Did you know that we had a medical emergency serious enough for 
a 911 call the night of the May social?  Many thanks to attendee 
Club member Dr. Walker Stevens for stepping in.  Fortunately, 
the patient was deemed OK at RGH and sent home Saturday 
evening.  In reference to this, and not applicable to Saturday night’s 
emergency, I want to point out that we have a defibrillator in the 
kitchen.  Do you know how to use it?  Would you be interested in 
a Club-sponsored CPR course?

•	 Let’s go sailing!
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RRYC to Host Flying Scot Capitol District 
Championships

By Burke Johnson

The upcoming Capitol District Championship will be held on June 19 & 20 at RRYC!  This is the first 
time that Flying Scot Fleet 185 has hosted the event, and it’s a big regatta with twenty to thirty boats expected.  
The District Championship is rotated through the district each year so each fleet has the opportunity to host 
the event.  There will be a total of five races for the two-day regatta and members will get an opportunity 
to meet visiting sailors on Saturday night during the monthly social/dinner.  Hosting this event is a very 
prestigious thing for our Club and we are privileged to have been selected.  Event chairperson, Debbie 
Cycotte, has been hard at work for months to make sure that this will be the best regatta RRYC has ever 
had.     

There are fourteen different districts in the Flying Scot Sailing Association.  In our Capitol District 
there are 10 different fleets; five in Virginia - Fishing Bay, Greater Richmond, Hampton Roads, Lake of 
the Woods, and RRYC.  In Maryland, there are three fleets: Selby Bay, West River and Magothy River.  In 
Pennsylvania there are two fleets: Lake Marburg and Susquehanna.

The weekend schedule is as follows:

Typhoon-ers Racing With Flying Scots
By Ron Mihills

Three Typhoons started with five Flying Scots during the May 16 Scot races on the Rappahannock.  It 
was a perfect venue for the Typhoons (and the Scots) to continue to fine tune their racing skills on a race 
course.  Exciting starts, over early, close mark roundings, right of way rules, fouls, penalty turns, overlaps, 
wind shifts, etc. got the adrenalin pumping.  Bo Bragg aboard Camilleion said the Typhoon / Scot races are 
“a blast” and that more Typhoon racers should join the Scots during the regular Scot Sunday series.

Fifteen different Cape Dory Typhoons have raced in the first three Wednesday night races.  Two new 
sailors are looking for Typhoons to join the “world’s largest” Cape Dory Typhoon fleet!  “Come on down”….. 
to the Club on Wednesday nights and enjoy the Typhoon racing off the end of the RRYC dock.

Friday, June 18, 2010	 RRYC is open for early arrivals 
Saturday, June 19, 2010	 Registration 08:00-09:30 
	 Skippers’ Meeting 09:30
	 Race Committee departs dock 10:00 
	 Warning for First Race 10:55 
	 Race #1 Start 11:00 
	 Lunch - Delivered on race course followed by two more races.  
		  No races started after 16:00
	 Followed by Ullman Sails Beer Party & Door Prizes.  
		  Followed by dinner 17:30 
	 All boats must be kept in water overnight 

Sunday, June 20, 2010	 Breakfast 07:30-09:00 
	 Race Committee departs dock 09:00 
	 Warning Signal for Race #4 09:55 	
	 Race #4 Start 10:00 
	 Followed by Race #5 No races started after 13:00 
	 Awards presentation 14:00

Come join in the fun (or just watch)!
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Scots Maneuver around Weather in Run-up to 
Spring Series Final

By Burke Johnson

This year’s Spring Series Flying Scot races have been more fun and competitive than ever, in spite of 
maneuvering around some bad weather weekends.  Welcoming back Jerry and Andrea Latell in their new 
boat and Mosby West and Debbie Cycotte sailing the Club Scot, the fleet has grown to a regular six boats.  
And, two weather-related cancellations haven’t dampened spirits or lessened resolve in what is proving to 
be a very competitive Spring Series.  Adding to the excitement is the fact that this year the Flying Scots 
are racing with the Cape Dory Typhoons in what has been a great addition to Sunday afternoons for both 
fleets.

If you’ve been on the Neck this spring, you know it’s been an interesting one.  Six Scots came out to 
race on April 25, the first of the Spring Series, but competition was cancelled due to high winds, even on 
Carter Creek.  On May 2, races were held, but on the Creek, due to high winds and spinnakers were not 
allowed.  Again, six boats came out to race in a four-race series.  Thank you to PRO Sam Marshall for shoe 
horning a challenging course into the Creek and Tom Chapman for Race Committee assistance.  May 16 
saw more racing, this time on the Rappahannock and with five Scots participating.  Four races were held 
with Pete Knight serving as PRO and Howard Blank assisting.  Thank you gentlemen!  On May 23, racing 
was again cancelled, this time due to thunder boomers on the Rappahannock.  Fleet protocol provides for 
one make-up day which will be June 13 and which will wrap up the Spring Series.

Standings thus far are:

	 1st 	 Latell/Latell/Latell	 4th	 Thatcher/Hebert
	 2nd	 Birdsall/Richardson/Richardson	 5th 	 West/Cycotte
	 3rd	 Starke/Mihill	 6th	 Johnson/Johnson

Don’ t miss the final action of the spring on June 13!

Winds 10-12 knots, little current, smooth water, 
sunshine, low humidity….. What a day to be on the 
water!  The Race Committee of Blaine Liner – PRO, 
J.D. Willett, Andy Anderson, Gene Edmonds, and 
Scott Vail on the committee boat were ready to race 
precisely on time.  Bob Westbrook and Typhoon 
racer Chuck Carmichael were aboard Dr. Bob’s mark 
boat and moved the windward mark between races 
to set a perfect windward-leeward course.  Kent 
White provided his well-appointed committee boat.  
Thanks to the committee volunteers for providing a 
terrific venue.

RRYC Spring Regatta Sailed in Perfect Conditions
By Ron Mihills

The RRYC Spring Regatta provided colorful 
sights on the river!           

Photo by Andy Anderson

(continued on page 5)
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RRYC Spring Regatta
(continued from page 4)

The Non-Spinnaker division had two entries, 
with Commodore Pete Knight’s Salute taking first 
place and Dwight Timm of YPYC sailing Silver Fox 
to second place.

The Spinnaker division was hotly contested with 
the top three positions being decided by tie-breaking 
rules.  Sam Marshall’s Play it Again team placed 

first, Arabella Denvir on Rattlesnake gave everyone 
a lesson in perfect starts and placed second.  Tom 
Chapman placed third in his first RRYC regatta on 
his terrific J/24, Hot Air.  Bill McCarty of YPYC on 
Aerwana was fourth, and Lew Thatcher on Catitude 
was fifth.

PHRF Racing Calendar
June 12 – YPYC Single-Handed Race

July 10-11 - FBYC
Leukemia Cup

Membership News
By Brenda Asch Membership Co-Chair

NEW MEMBERS

In May, the Board of Directors voted to approve the following membership application for Active 
Membership.  Though they were originally proposed for Provisional status, they bought the Bakers’ 
Typhoon in recent weeks, so were moved to Active status.

	 Patrick (Paddy) and Kate Kurtz
	 496 Chesapeake Drive
	 Irvington, Va 22480
	 P.O. Box 442
	 Paddy: paddy@rappyachts.com
	 Cell:    970-729-0894
	 Business: 804-438-5353
	 Kate:  	
            Cell:    970-708-5039

Please make an opportunity to welcome these new members to RRYC!

In recent months RRYC has lost the following current or former members.  
Our sympathy is extended to their families.

William Wilbur – Long-time Active member
Wade Mann – Long-time Active Member

Kirk Snell – Past Commodore and Honorary Member

In Memoriam 
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 Watch for the July issue of The Headway for a report on the cruisers’ May adventures up the Bay!  
They were still out on the water at press time for this issue.

Shakedown 2010 Kicks off the Cruising Season
By Walker Stevens

Photos by Blanche Stevens, Debi Isbrandtsen, and Jill Worth
Scenes from the Shakedown Cruise 2010  

Eleven RRYC boats enjoyed a 
light-air sail, raft-up for cocktails, 
and a beautiful anchorage at 
Horse Point on the Piankatank 
River Friday, April 30, followed 
by an exhilarating sail all the way 
home in a brisk 15-20 knot wind 
Saturday, May 1.  We sipped 
(a few possibly gulped…) mint 
juleps, watched the Kentucky 
Derby on TV, and had cocktails 
and dinner at Walker and Blanche 
Stevens’ house on the Eastern 
branch of Carter Creek Saturday 
evening.  Sunday morning we 

moved to the home of Carl and 
Debi Isbrandtsen on Yopp’s Cove 
for Bloody Marys, mimosas, and 
brunch. 

Boats represented during 
the weekend were Friendship, 
River Rat, Charm, C’mon Wind, 
Respite’s successor Cape Dory 
36, Akula III, Maggie Rose, 
MerSea, Joyride, Bottlenose, Bon 
Vivant, Success, Chinook, and 
Inspiration. Participants included 
Walker and Blanche Stevens with 
guests Pete Knight and Cynthia 
Johnson aboard, Carl and Debi 

Isbrandtsen with guests Terry 
and Joel Howard aboard, Jim and 
Kathy Bearden, Bob and Jane 
Bierly, Mitch and Susan Bober, 
Dave and Gretchen Bronson, Jack 
and Jo Chamberlain, Stephanie 
Chaufournier and Lance Franke, 
Ted and Ene-Mae Kvell, Joe and 
Bev Oren, Dave and Kate Raffetto, 
Mike and Polli Romey, Coleman 
and Terry Brydon, Blaine and 
Nan Liner, Pete and Ginny Clay, 
Jim and Charlotte Schmidt, and 
neighborhood guests Jack McKim 
and John and Sammie DePalma.
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Sail into Summer Socials
By Jill Worth

RRYC was transformed into a New Jersey Italian bistro for the May social, and the large group of 
attendees enjoyed quite a spread. Thanks to all those who made the May Social so memorable: the inimitable 
table setter Kate Raffetto, aided and abetted by Kathy Bearden; kitchen staff Debbie Cycotte, Mosby West 
and Charles Springett, all of whom got more than they bargained for when they signed up for the job this 
month; wait staff organizer and head waiter, Ken Baker ; calming force, dessert impresario and wait staff 
Maricel Q. Baker and wait staff extraordinaire: Grace Ann and Frank Miller, Sue Springett  and Kate 
Raffetto. All of these volunteers: sine qua non! 

And on to the June Social…

		  RRYC HOSTS THE FLYING SCOT CAPITOL DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP 
and COOK-YOUR-OWN-STEAK NIGHT

Join the fun on June 19 at Cook-Your-Own-Steak Night. Steak and all the fi xings will be provided 
– YOU DO NOT BRING YOUR OWN STEAK.  

Due to the crowd expected at this event we ask that you get your reservations in ASAP – even 
earlier than the Saturday June 12 deadline, if at all possible as we would like as much time as possible to 
arrange for extra food and additional seating for both our members and our guests.  Make reservations via 
e-mail to dinner@rryc.org.  If you would prefer salmon to steak, please indicate this when you make 
your reservations. 

Volunteers Needed for Junior 
Regatta -- July 16, 2010

There is still time to sign up to help with this 
wonderful event and join in on a fun day!  

All kinds of jobs are available!

Sign up on the sheet posted at the Club, or 
send an e-mail to Regatta Director Coleman 

Brydon at ncbrydon@gmail.com

Gazpacho
Steak or Salmon

Iceberg Lettuce Wedge w/ Blue Cheese 
or Italian Dressing

Twice-Baked Potato Casserole
Carmelized Onions and Sauteed ‘Shrooms

Rolls and Butter
Brownies and Lemon Squares

June Menu

1st Annual 
Chesapeake 

Academy Sailing 
Regatta

Coming Soon!
Please see information posted in the 
clubhouse, or call Kimberly Vail at 

804-438-5866.  More information to come in a 
later issue of The Headway




