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potential. It is the goal of the class 
that all participating sailors learn 
to handle one of our small boats 
confidently and also learn: the 
terminologies, about safety, care 
of the equipment, and handle 
themselves properly in a variety 
of situations both on shore and 
on water.  Each sailor will need 
to bring his/her own approved 

The Rappahannock River 
Yacht Club Sailing Camp will be 
held the week of July 23rd to the 
27th from 9 AM to 4 PM each 
day.  It will be for sailors 8 to 15 
years old.  Class instruction will 
be for those who are beginner 
sai lors  and those who are 
practicing and improving their 
sailing skills to their maximum 

Attention All Junior Sailors - Sailing Camp Returns 
By Dee Byrne, Junior Sailing Captain     

PFD (LIFE JACKET), lunch, 
jug of water, sun screen, hat, 
sunglasses, and a towel.  The 
class will be taught by certiþed 
dingy instructors.  If you have or 
know anyone who would like to 
participate in the sailing camp, 
have them return the registration/
permission form found page three 
along with their payment.



Commodore – David Raffetto
(H) 804-438-9324
kdraffetto@verizon.net

Vice Commodore – Frank Miller
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Treasurer – Coleman Brydon
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DIRECTORS

FLAG OFFICERS

PHRF Fleet Captain - Ron Mihills
Cruising Fleet Captain -  Dave Bronson
Junior Sailing Captain - Dee Byrne
Flying Scot Fleet Captain 
	 Tom Richardson  
Social Committee Members 
	 Kate Raffetto, Chairman
	 Michelle Blank and Jan Akers
Ship’s Store Managers
	 Grace Ann Miller and Bev Oren
Membership Chairman - Sally Clark
Webmaster - Kathy Bearden 
Yearbook Editor - Dick Sisson
Club Manager - Kent White

Commodore’s Message
By David Raffetto, Commodore

Past Commodore – Blaine Liner
(H) 804-435-0162
(C) 804-436-3508
liner@crosslink.net

Director ‑ Tommy Asch
(H) 804-287-8544
(W) 804-644-3304
taasch@shockoedevelopment.com

Director - Bob Bierly
(H) 804-453-5335
(C) 804-358-7106
bojabierlyz@aol.com

Director ‑ Dee Byrne
(H) 804-436-9270
dee@tesource.net

Director ‑ Jerry Latell
(H) 804-438-5875
(W) 804-438-9011
(C) 804-436-3815
jerry@latellsails.com

Director ‑ C. Scott Vail
(H) 804-438-5866
(W) 804-438-6443
csvyacht@rivnet.net

Director ‑ Pat Willett
(H) 804-436-1124
pwillett@earthlink.net

•	 I hope you all enjoyed the lead article in the April edition of 
the Headway.  I only had a few calls, and most of those were 
from folks who hadn’t waited to get to “...the rest of the story”.  
Thanks for a great job to Jan and Craig Akers.

•	 Spring ofþcially arrived at RRYC, but clearly òOld Man Winteró 
wasn’t ready to go peacefully.  A few hardy members braved 
winter’s last gasp and helped with the Late Winter Clean-up.  
The windows, tables and kitchen were cleaned and made 
ready for the start of the season’s activities.  Thanks to all who 
helped.  

•	 As we begin the year’s boating in earnest, it is important to 
remember that lots of us will be using some or all of the facility 
at various times, some of us more than others, and that’s great.  
It is imperative that we all remember the other members who 
will coming in next and leave the Club in the sort of condition 
that we would hope to þnd it on our arrival.  Please keep your 
personal belongings picked up, and as you leave the Club, make 
sure aNy dishes are cleaN and put away, the bathroom 
heat pUmps are off, Thermostat reset, Lights 
off and all the doors locked.

•	 The Blessing of the Fleet was a wonderful event.  Many special 
thanks to The Reverend David May of Grace Episcopal, and to 
our own butcher Howard Blank. 

RRYC Flag Ofþcers and The Reverend David May at the 2007 Blessing of the Fleet.

Photo by Chris Christensen



Sailor’s Name_______________________________________________________________________  

Address____________________________________________________________________________  

Home Phone____________________  

Parents’ ____________________________________________________________________________  

Sailor’s Age on July 6  ______    Height _____________    Weight _____________
 
Emergency contact:      Name____________________________________ Phone__________________
 
Circle one each:         1.  Novice or Intermediate       2.   Male or Female 

                                   3.   Child of RRYC Member ($185.00)  OR  Non-member ($295.00)
 

It is understood that RRYC and the Instructors involved will not be held responsible for personal 
injuries resulting from participation in the RRYC Sailing Program.

 
Signature of Parent or Guardian_________________________________________________________  

DEADLINE FOR SIGNUP IS JUNE 15.
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Please return the following signed form and a check for $185.00 for club member and $295.00 for 
non-member to Dee Byrne, 1661 Clifton Landing Lane, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.  Any questions call Dee 
at 436-9270.

Sailing Camp Registration/Permission Form

Membership Update

Please note that Dr. E Walker Stevens’s new email address is EWStevens1@gmail.com.

Junior Regatta
Don’t forget to sign up for the Junior Regatta, July 27.  A sign 

up sheet is in the clubhouse, or you can contact Coleman Brydon at 
nabrydon@aol.com.  If you email, make sure you put RRYC in the 
title or you could be mistaken for junk mail and deleted.
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By Debbie Peterson Cycotte 

Flying Scot Fleet #185 News

Mother Nature forced the cancellation of the þrst race day of the 2007 season on Sunday, April 15th.  
Strong nasty winds with cold temperatures, along with some rain, would have made racing pretty miserable 
for the start of the Spring Series.  

Hopefully the rest of the season will have more favorable conditions and we’ll be able to continue 
the rest of the races on schedule.  We hope to see most of the Fleet out on the starting line for every race. 
Races start at 14:00. 

This is the BIG year for the Flying Scot Class as they celebrate their 50th Anniversary.  The North 
American Championship will be held at Fishing Bay Yacht Club June 24-26 and attendance could reach 
over 150 boats competing.  Right after the NAC’s are over will be the biggest regatta in Scot history at 
Deep Creek Lake in Western Maryland, home of the Flying Scot.  This 50th Anniversary celebration June 
28-30 is open to all current and former owners and all are urged to attend.  We hope to see many of our 
ÿeet members at both events.  The Deep Creek Lake area is a very popular vacation spot, with a lot of 
rental cottages, but not so many hotels.  If you want to attend the 50th Anniversary celebration, the time is 
now to start working on accommodations! Check out http://www.ÿyingscot.com/www.ÿyingscot.com and 
click on “50th Anniversary Regattaó link for event speciþcs.

Not many One-Design Classes survive for 50 years.  The reason for the Scot’s success is a great boat, a 
solid class organization, a dedicated builder and the individual Scot sailors themselves.  What a wonderful 
boat and class for us to enjoy at RRYC.

RRYC Flying Scot Spring Series
#1 April 15th
#2 April 29th
#3 May 6th
#4 May 20th

“Son of Shakedown” Cruise May 12-13
  By Coleman Brydon 

 
Join us for the second shakedown cruise of the season when we go to Urbanna Creek.  We will plan 

to rendezvous around 1700 at the new Urbanna town marina which is on your right just before the motel 
as you come up the creek.  Those who prefer to anchor out have ample anchorage on the other side of 
the channel facing the marina. Current plans are for cocktails at the marina followed by dinner at a local 
restaurant within walking distance or dinner on your own for those who are feeling frugal or unsociable.  
Sunday, we will have blindfolded dinghy racing fueled by Bloody Marys, which will be provided for both 
participants and spectators.  Prizes will be awarded.  We will then offer a walking tour of historic Urbanna.  
Lunch will be on your own or at a place TBD.  Following lunch, we will depart for home, shaken or maybe 
even stirred.
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On 8 October we reached the 
200-mile-long Kentucky Lake, 
formed by the TVA dam south 
of Paducah across the Tennessee 
River.   On weekends, the lake 
is alive with all types of boats, 
about half of which appeared to 
be sailboats, many of 30 to 40 ft. 
length.  There were plenty of deep, 
unspoiled anchorages in various 
state parks and little current 
until you get to Pickwick Dam 
and lock at the end of the lake.  
We anchored in Ginger Cove, 
where the log says we had roast 
beef for dinner, Birdsong Creek, 
and then behind Shallow Bluff 
Island.  TVA, besides supplying 
electricity for the Deep South, 
has also made the Tennessee 
River navigable for 635 miles 
from Paducah to Knoxville.  We 
followed Grant’s Civil War river 
campaign, imagining the wood-
burning paddle wheelers pushing 
against the current bringing troops 
and supplies to the bloody Shiloh 
battleþeld where a quarter of the 
one hundred thousand combatants 
were casualties and all hopes of a 
short war were lost.  Incidentally, 
the whole area had first been 
surveyed in 1769 by Lt. Thomas 
Hutchins, Royal Engineers.

Pickwick Lake, formed by 
Pickwick Dam, is more than 50 
miles long and is very beautiful 
with high, wooded hills and 
numerous secluded bays and 
coves.  Although the leaves were 
beginning to turn on 15 October, 
they should have been spectacular 
early in November.  Several miles 
down Pickwick Lake, we turned 
into the Tenn – Tom Waterway, 

opened in 1985, with twelve 
locks and 480 downhill miles to 
Mobile.  More earth was moved in 
building the 40-mile canal through 
the divide between the Tennessee 
and Tombigbee Rivers than in the 
construction of the Panama Canal.  
After the Bay Springs lock, with a 
lift of eighty-four feet, the rest of 
the waterway is the slow-ÿowing 
Tombigbee River, improved where 
necessary, and facilities are few 
and far between.  Anchorages were 
Otter Bay, Waverly Ferry, Sumter, 
Okatappa Creek, Bates Lake, and 
a rest stop at the Demopolis Yacht 
Basin, where we replenished our 
groceries in the nearby town.

There is always a lot of VHF 
radio trafþc, usually on channel 
13, and we had the following 
conversation with the towboat 
Steel Clipper pushing 5,000 tons 
of coal in a þve-by- two barge tow 
down the Tenn – Tom Waterway.

“Steel Clipper, Steel Clipper, 
This is southbound trawler 
Pufþn astern of you.”

“I see you, Pufþn. Come on 
in.”

“Skipper, is it okay to pass 
you on one whistle?”

“Cap’n, come on by on one 
whistle.  Come on by.”

“Steel Clipper, Thank you. 
We shall come on by on one 
whistle.  Where are you taking 
your load of coal?”

“From Knoxville, Tennessee, 
to Birmingham, Alabama.”

“Where will you go after 
Birmingham?”

“Back to Knoxville with 
another load of coal.”

òPufþnó Through the Heartland - Part III of III
By Peter Hunter

“Another load of coal?”
“Yup.  Got to make a living, 

but it’s a different grade.  Y’all 
have a safe trip.”

“Thank you.   Have a good 
trip yourself. Puffin back to 
16:  Coals to Birmingham and 
back!”

On October 22 we passed 
through the Coffeyville Lock, the 
last of the 100 locks so far, with a 
straight run to the Gulf of Mexico.  
We can testify to the truth of the 
old adage that ‘happiness is an 
open lock gate.’   The next day 
we sped past the bustling port of 
Mobile to a marina up the Dog 
River on the southwest side of 
Mobile Bay, which we voted the 
most pleasant marina on the trip.  
It was strange to be back in salt 
water again after 3,000 miles of 
fresh water.

The next leg of the cruise was 
280 miles of Intracoastal Waterway 
(ICW) along the Florida panhandle 
past Pensacola, Fort Walton Beach, 
Panama City, and Apalachicola 
to Carrabelle.   We were three 
weeks after Hurricane Opel had 
devastated the Fort Walton Beach 
area, and without the three-week 
delay in opening the Lockport 
lock south of Chicago we would 
have been right in the middle of 
this great storm.  The 145 mph 
winds and the 7- to 12-foot tidal 
surge had left boats strewn all over 
the shoreline and virtually every 
dock destroyed.  Apart from its 
propensity to hurricanes, this is 

(continued on page 6)




